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Cong: Modi govt has misled the 
nation on Op Sindoor losses
Party spokesperson Pawan Khera alleged that the government failed to disclose aircraft losses 
during the operation

Bharatpur: Four dead, two injured mudslide 
during Chambal pipeline excavation work 
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
JAIPUR, 29 JUNE 

 
At least four people were killed 
and two injured when the 
earth caved into a pit on the 
project site of the Chambal 
Pipeline in Bharatpur district 
of Rajasthan, on Sunday morn-
ing. 

Rajasthan Governor Harib-
hau Bagade, Chief Minister 
Bhajan Lal Sharma, and his 
immediate predecessor Ashok 
Gehlot have condoled the 
deaths and prayed for peace 
for the departed souls. 

According to District Col-
lector Qummar Chaudhary, 
six people were rescued from 

the caved-in pit in Nangal 
Jungi village of Roopwas block. 
Two victims were declared 
brought dead by the doctors 
at the RBM District Hospital. 
Another two injured later suc-
cumbed at the hospital, while 
the rest were still under treat-
ment, Chaudhary said. The 
deceased included three 
women. The SDRF team has 
been rushed to the work site 
to ensure that no one is still 
buried in the debris in the 
pit, he said. 

Unofficial sources, however, 
said that around 10 people 
were buried in the pit, and 
victims might have gone to 
some private hospitals. Some 

of the workers have come 
from the neighbouring state 
of Uttar Pradesh; their relatives 
have rushed to the Nangal 
Jungi village site, sources said. 
All the deceased were native 
of nearby Uttu village under 
Fatehpur Sikri area. The 
deceased have been identified 
as Ankur, Vimala Devi alias 
Billa, Yogesh Kumari and 
Vinod Kumari. 

In his condolence message, 
Governor Bagade prayed for 
strength to the bereaved fam-
ilies to bear the loss and speedy 
recovery to the injured ones. 
Chief Minister Sharma said 
that "I'm sad to hear the loss 
of human lives in the tragedy.''

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 29 JUNE 

 

C
ongress spokesper-
son Pawan Khera 
Sunday accused the 
Modi government of 

misleading the nation over 
losses incurred during Oper-
ation Sindoor, a retaliatory 
military operation targeting 
Pakistan's terror-linked sites. 

In a post shared on handler 
X, Khera alleged that the gov-
ernment failed to disclose 
aircraft losses during the oper-
ation, only making oblique 
references to losses in air 
combat. "The Modi govern-
ment has misled the nation 
from the start - failing to dis-
close the aircraft losses during 
Operation Sindoor... This is 
a direct indictment of the 
Modi Government, particularly 
Defence Minister Rajnath 

Singh,” said. 
Media reports quoting 

India’s defence attache to 
Indonesia, Captain (Indian 
Navy) Shiv Kumar, have said 
that the Indian Air Force lost 
fighter jets to Pakistan on 7 
May, 2025, due to constraints 
imposed by the political lead-
ership. “This is a direct indict-
ment of the Modi Government, 
particularly Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh. No wonder 
they are ducking our demand 
for a Special Session of Par-
liament like the plague. They 
know they’ve compromised 
national security, and they’re 
terrified of what the Congress 
Party will expose before the 
people of India,” Khera said. 

“There were oblique ref-
erences to losses in air combat 
on 6/7 May, during a briefing 
by the DG Air Ops (Air Marshal 
Awadhesh Kumar Bharti) 

when he said - “we are in a 
combat situation and losses 
are a part of combat…Then, 
it was left to Chief of Defence 
Staff, General Anil Chauhan 
to make the first official admis-
sion of our attrition in the air 
while speaking to Bloomberg 

TV on the sidelines of the 
Shangri-La Dialogue in Sin-
gapore….And now, in another 
shocking revelation by Capt. 
Shiv Kumar….,” Khera pointed 
out. 

The Modi government has 
been criticised for ignoring 
the demand for a Special Ses-
sion, with Khera accusing 

them of compromising nation-
al security, fearing exposure 
by the Congress Party. 

The Congress party has 
consistently been vocal in its 
criticism of the government's 
handling of Operation Sindoor, 
raising questions about trans-
parency and accountability 
in the country's defence affairs.

Muslim groups, political parties raise 
united voice against Waqf Act in Patna
IMRAN MOJIB 
PATNA, 29 JUNE 

  
Protests against the changes 
to the Waqf law are escalating 
in Bihar.  On Sunday, a mas-
sive rally against the Waqf 
Act was organised by the 
Imarat-e-Shariah at Patna’s 
historic Gandhi Maidan, 
attracting attendees from 
numerous states as Imarat-
e-Shariah represents Muslims 
of Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha 
and West Bengal. 

The Conference raised a 
united and dignified voice 
against the Waqf Act, 2025, 
which is widely seen as tram-
pling upon the Islamic prin-
ciples of Waqf (charitable 
endowment), undermining 
religious autonomy, and 
infringing upon fundamental 
rights enshrined in the Con-
stitution of India. 

Several political outfits 
including the Congress, 
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD), 
Samajwadi Party, AIMIM had 

extended its support to the 
Conference, saying that this 
demonstration was important 
not only for the protection 
of Waqf properties but also 
for the protection of consti-
tutional rights. 

The political leaders also 
voiced strong opposition to 
the Waqf Act, arguing it harms 
the Muslim community and 
should be scrapped. 

Addressing the rally, Con-
gress leader Salman Khurshid 
argued that their opposition 
to the Waqf Amendment Act 
is entirely legitimate, stating 
that their collective resistance 
to this law, which they see 
as an infringement on the 
rights of the Muslim com-
munity, will be successful.  
He declared their resistance 
would succeed. 

RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav 
reaffirmed his party’s strong 
opposition to the Waqf Act, 
vowing not to allow its imple-
mentation in Bihar. 

“We will send the Waqf 

Act to the dustbin,” he 
declared, adding that the 
RJD, under Lalu Prasad 
Yadav’s leadership, has con-
sistently opposed the bill in 
both Houses of Parliament 
and even raised the issue 
before the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (JPC) and the 
Supreme Court. 

“Whether in the House, 
on the streets, or in the courts, 
we are with the people in 
this struggle,” he asserted. 

Tejashwi also targeted the 
ruling dispensation, stating: 
“Those who have harmed 
the Constitution will have 
to relinquish power after the 
October-November polls in 
Bihar, and a pro-poor gov-
ernment will be formed.” 

AIMIM state president 
and MLA Akhtarul Iman 
declared: “Both India’s con-
stitution and Islamic Shariah 
law are vital to us. Muslims 
cannot survive without Shari-
ah. We will crush anyone 
attempting to eliminate it.”

Khamenei posters in MP�s Bhopal
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
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Anyone visiting the Irani 
Dera in Bhopal these days 
could easily get confused 
that they are in Tehran, as 
the locality is replete with 
posters of Iran's supreme 
leader, Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, and Iranian army 
generals and leaders. 

Located near platform 
number 6 of the Bhopal rail-
way station, the Irani Dera 
residents have put up these 
posters during the Muharram 
observance. 

In one of the posters, 
Khamenei has been depicted 
as a roaring lion. Above it is 
flying an Indian Tricolour 
too. Another poster has pic-
tures of Iranian Major General 
Mohammad Bagheri, Major 
General Hossein Salami, 
Major General Gholamali 
Rashid, along with Iranian 
nuclear scientists Mohammad 
Mehdi Tehranchi and Fer-
eydoon Abbasi. 

All of them were killed 

during the recent armed con-
flict between Israel and Iran. 

A line under the poster 
says that those who killed 
these leaders have invited a 
very fearsome and painful 
end for themselves. Several 
black flags and writings in 
Arabic have also been put 
up all over the place to mark 
Muharram. 

According to a cleric, 
Imam Shahkar Hussain, the 
posters mark an ideology 
and send a message to the 
world. 

He said that Imam Hussain 
had taught never to bow 
down to tyranny, and those 
who follow the path of right-
eousness can never be defeat-
ed. He lauded India's stand 
during the conflict and said 
that the Iranian government 
has also thanked India.

MP DGP says internet and 
mobile increasing perversion
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
BHOPAL, 29 JUNE 

 
Madhya Pradesh Director 
General of Police (DGP) Kailash 
Makwana asserted on Sunday 
that preventing incidents of 
rape is not the responsibility 
of only the police, but requires 
a collective accountability 
involving families and com-
munities. 

Interacting with some 
media persons at Ujjain, 
during his visit there, Makwana 
said that societal and tech-
nological influences are con-
tributing to an increase in 
such crimes. 

He stressed that the internet 
and mobile phones are a big 
reason for the growing per-
version in people, especially 
the youth. 

He said that obscenity and 
explicit content are easily 
available, which are distorting 

the minds of people, and 
leading to behavioural changes 
and immoral and unlawful 
acts. 

"Several reasons, like the 
internet, mobile phones, alco-
hol consumption, and decline 
in moral values, are also 
responsible for such acts. It 
is not just a question of the 
police's capability," the DGP 
maintained. 

Makwana reviewed the 
security preparations of the 
police for the 2028 Simhastha 
scheduled at Ujjain. He held 
a high-level meeting with 
police officials at the Ujjain 
police control room, and 
pased instructions for security 
arrangements during the mas-
sive religious congregation. 

The DGP also reviewed 
the functioning of the police, 
crime statistics, and opera-
tional issues of the police 
force at Ujjain.

Kendriya 
Vidyalaya Project 
in Dhanbad, 
Jharkhand gets 
clearance

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
DHANBAD, 29 JUNE 

 
The Kendriya Vidyalaya 
project at Dhanbad in Jhark-
hand, pending since 2013, 
has received clearance fol-
lowing the intervention of 
Deputy Commissioner-
cum-District Magistrate 
Aditya Ranjan. 

According to the Deputy 
Commissioner, the district 
administration is working 
in line with Chief Minister 
Hemant Soren’s approach 
to expand access to educa-
tion. He said the construction 
of the school will help shape 
the educational path of stu-
dents in the district. 

The project was held up 
due to a dispute over the 
identified plot of land, which 
had been encroached upon. 
The land is classified as Gair 
Majurwa (non-cultivable 
government land) but was 
claimed by a private indi-
vidual. 

The case was heard in 
the court of the Circle Officer, 
Dhanbad. The claimant was 
directed to present proof 
under Section 87 of the CNT 
Act or a stay order from a 
competent court. After failing 
to submit the required doc-
uments within the allotted 
time, the claim was dis-
missed. This cleared the 
way for the school con-
struction to proceed. 

The Deputy Commis-
sioner stated that the process 
for starting construction 
will now move forward.

Seven PWD engineers suspended 
over Bhopal bridge flaw
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
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Seven Engineers of the PWD, 
including two Chief Engineers 
and two Executive Engineers, 
have been suspended in con-
nection with the faulty 90-
degree turn constructed on a 
new road overbridge in the 
Aishbagh area of Bhopal in 
Madhya Pradesh. 

The 90-degree turn on the 
bridge construed above railway 
lines attracted a lot of criticism 
from people and experts. 

MP CM Dr Mohan Yadav 
had ordered an inquiry into 
the faulty design. 

The inquiry report found 
eight PWD Engineers, and 
the private construction com-
pany and contractor respon-
sible for the error in designing. 
Consequently, the state gov-
ernment issued orders late 
Saturday night, suspending 
seven engineers with imme-

diate effect, and blacklisting 
the construction company 
and contractor. 

As per state government 
officials, the suspended engi-
neers include Chief Engineers 
Sanjay Khade and G P Verma, 
two Executive Engineers Javed 
Shakeel and Shabana Razzak 
(Design), Assistant Engineer 
Shanul Saxena (Design), Sub 
Divisional Officer Ravi Shukla, 
and Sub Engineer Umashankar 
Mishra. The government has 
also ordered a departmental 
inquiry against retired PWD 
Superintending Engineer M 
P Singh in connection with 
the matter.

An official probe 
blamed eight engi-
neers, the construc-
tion company, and 
the contractor for 
the design error

Deputy Commission-
er Aditya Ranjan 
intervened to 
resolve the land dis-
pute, enabling the 
project to move for-
ward

Congress leader Jairam Ramesh 
raises concern over proposed 
mining in Sariska Tiger Reserve 
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Congress leader Jairam 
Ramesh on Sunday 
expressed concern over the 
proposed redrawing of the 
Sariska Tiger Reserve's 
boundaries, which he 
claimed would allow 50 
mining companies to 
resume operations. 

Taking to handle X, 
Ramesh argued that this 
move would adversely 
impact the tiger habitat and 
fragment the critical tiger 
corridor. 

"The Sariska Tiger 
Reserve near Alwar is an 
outstanding example of 
revival... Now, the boundary 
of the tiger reserve is about 
to get redrawn. This will 
enable 50 mining companies 
that have been closed down 
to resume operations," 
Ramesh said, expressing 
concern. 

"Getting the full involve-
ment of local communities 
in the sustainable manage-
ment of tiger reserves is 

essential... But this particular 
move to reopen the 50 mines 
will adversely impact the 
tiger habitat," he said. 

Asserting that the critical 
tiger habitat will be broken 
up, Ramesh said: "Com-
pensating for that loss in a 
buffer area is a solution on 
paper that may assuage the 
government's conscience 
but will be ecologically dev-
astating." 

Ramesh also pointed out 
that the Sariska Tiger Reserve 
had faced significant chal-
lenges in the past, including 
poaching that reduced the 
tiger population to zero in 
2004. 

Ramesh emphasised that 
the proposed mining activ-
ities would undermine these 
conservation efforts and 
potentially harm the tiger 
population. 

However, if the govern-
ment proceeds with the 
plan, Ramesh suggests that 
the Supreme Court would 
need to intervene to protect 
the tiger reserve and its 
habitat.


