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35,000 Al-powered
5G smartphones
on the horizon

'SURAJEET DAS GUPTA
New Delhi, 23 June

Madhay Sheth, founder of
NxtQuantum Shift Techno-
logies and the man behind

Setting a tone

= To launch 5G phones under
25,000 with standalone &
non-standalone network

aThese smartphones o be

is laying the groundwork to
launch an ultra-affordable, Al-
powered 3G smartphone,
priced under ¥ 5,000.
Currently, the cheapest 5G
smartphones in India are
priced above ¥8,000. Sheth's
latest offering promises not
justaffordability, but also com-
patibility with standalone and
non-standalone 5G networks.
“Wedon't have a truly suc-
cessful Indian smartphane
brand today — that's the gap
we're aiming to fill,” Sheth told
Business Standard, who after

first week of
July

® Target is 2 million sales in
6 months, using UNISOC's
5G chipset

= Planis to have 25-30%
domestic value additionin
3-Syears

nership with United Telelinks.
Both these phones are
expected to be launched in
the country in the first week

features such as 4K video
recording  and  advanced
camera capabilities, compet-
ing with Qualcomm and
MediaTek alternatives typi-
cally used by rival brands.
According to Sheth, while
2G phones average around
¥2,000, 5G  smartphones

ANJALI SINGH
Mumbai, 29 June

The Indian pharmaceutical industry is
likely to benefit from a major wave of
patentexpiries inthe US, assmall-mol-
ecule drugs worth $63.7 billion are
expected to go off-patent between
2025-29, 65 percent rise averthe pre-
vious five years, accol
by Antique stock broking limited.

The boost for the Indian drug-
malkers is also likely to be combined
with a broader Loss of Exclusivity
(LoE) opportunity across the US and
EU projected to reach $180 billion by
2035, the report said.

The shift is expected to drive a
sharp increase in generic drug

tofill the volume gap, as global majors
like Teva, mld‘janduzh—we:ul
back

COMPANIES 3

Pharma cos likely to climb US generics value chain

Growth pill

m563.7 bn: Worth of US small
molecule drugs going off-patent
between 2025 and 2029

5180 bn by 2035: Loss of exdlusivity
likaly in the US and EU

u$15 bnin FY1 to 528 bn in FY24:
[ncrease in India's pharma exports

750+ USFDA-approved plants
inIndia

Cipla, with a robust US portfolio of
284 ANDA and NDA filings— 175 of
which are approved and 73 under
review— is sharpening its focus on
commercialisation-ready products,
including PEPFAR-approved generics.
The company is betting on complex
respiratory and injectable therapiesto
drive growth.

Pharma giant Lupin, which con-
tinues to benefit globally from its
blockbuster autoimmune biclogic,
lans to finalise its US

commercialisation sirategy closer to

billion in2013-14
in a decade. Wllh 7504 USFDA-

the drug’
Similarly, Sun Pharma, despite a
FY26 mlllmlk amid

footprints — el Imving shuttered
dozens of sites since zcl&

complex generics arnj

India is primed to lead lhe next wave

global
expandlngils ancology portfolio. Its

However, th

a gap foreign brands are
unwilling to bridge. “We're
building a product for the
masses—something  global
players haven't prioritised,” he
explained. Sheth, who has a
stake in NxtCell Indi:

launches, Indian drug-

Tapping the $180 hillmn LoE oppor-

those with emerging US operations

and expertise in complex generics.
Indian players with smaller US
bases, such as Alembic pharmaceuti-
cal and Shilpa Medicare, and strong,
suchas

whichAlactel phonesarebeing
launched in India, is bringing
in Chinese company TCL's

of July.
tors and directly connecting
with over 10,000 retailers, the

paperdis-

play technology through a
transfer  of

tegic discipline. US ated New
Drug Application (ANDA) filings have
declined 25 per

tunity will
compliance and quality systems.”
that once

XCYT (cosibeli-
mah) is expennsd m contribute signifi-
cantly to US revenues, with the
company clarifying that Keytruda's

cen
(¥-0-Y), with szsﬁlmgs Ex kelyto close
around 550, down from 740 in FY24
and 857 in FY22. This suggests a stra-
tegic shift towards nrmmlsmg port-

Cipla and Lupin- which h

folio quality,

early in differentiated products such
as i and i ther-

and margln protection over volume.

apies- are well positioned to gain
market share.

this shift, Nilaya
of

plagued the lndoan sector are also
easingas the share of US FDA inspec-
tions resulting in Official Action Indi-
cated (OAI) for Indian firms have
dropped from 19 per cent in 2013t0 9
per centin 2023,

Campanies mu.- Cipla are further
d

patent expiry was already
factoredinto theacquisition.

LOXCYT targets only one of
Keytruda's multiple indications, and
Sun remains confident in its potential
mbecameameaningful contributorto
the company's US specialty business.
In parallel, Sun is also strengthening

Varma‘grouDCEOand
Primus Partners, said, “India‘s

from $15

back the Honor brand to India

compas
:ts suppiy :ham Onlme sales

“Our goal is to sell 2 million
units in the first six months
through our two models: The
Pulse and the Nova 5G
Al+," hesaid.

The phones are
being designed in-
house, avoiding hefty
royalties to foreign
licensors. Assembly
isbeingdone
in India

l.hmung“

the
reading on paper, the dlspl:.-y
uces eye strain  and

ip
“To power them, NxtQuan-
tum s collaborating with
Chinese  chipmaker
UNISOC,

“Insteadof paying royalties,
we're entering a_ barter-like

amangement where we help

scaleupsales of th

first brand in India to
use fts new T8200
chipset. This mid-

in lndlaandalsouselhem into
select NxtQuantum models,”
Sheth said. Fortheassemblyof

range
ports high-definition

Madhav Sheth,
founder of
NxtQuantum

upwith Dixon Technologies.
Going

indian p pping up

Dubai courts Indian startups
in push to become Al capital

PEERZADA ABRAR
Bengalury, 29June

Dubai is positioning itself as a global hub for

artificial

sions Increasing  domestic

value addition to 25-30 per

cent in3-Syears.

helpdrive this transformation.

Younus Al Nasser, chief executive of Dubai
Data & Statistics Establishment at Digital

(A1) —and it’s looking to
Indian entrepreneurs, startups and talent to

pharma exports have g1

mgmultrslremannfacmnnganuﬂkglv
tal quality systems.

its pipeline through
a global licensing agreement
with Philogen.

Ascendas Firstspace
targets gcom logistics
warchousing mkt space

first. despite
New Delhi, 25 june players like Everstone Group-
backed Indospace and
Singapore-based Capitaland- Welspun Group’s Welspun
backed / paceis O i i
g togaina inthi t, as the
foothold in the quick- wasmore than enough room

The times, they are a-changing:
Mahindra flags geopolitical flux

Dubai, outlined the Emirate’s push to become

mentation by2031.

“India is clearly becoming a leader in tech-
nology development across several sectors,
including Al applications, clean mobility,
semiconductors, space and satellite techno-
logies, e-commerceand fintech,” he told Busi-
ness Slandard He added that Dubai Ims

ANJALISINGH PP

adopted an * door policy of

Mumbai, 23 Juse of i i i
= the US, tensions with China, and the rise of

Mahindra group Chairman Anand Mahindra
(pictured) on Sunday warned that the ongoing

The initiative gained momentum in June
2023, when Crown Prince Sheikh Hamdan bin
id Al

‘Younus Al Nasser, chiel executive, Dubai

commerce logisticswarehous-
ing market, where dark stores
ranging between
2,000-3,000 5q ft

officers had been appointed across govern-
ment bodies. And, dedicated incubators such

asthe Dubai Al Campus had beenlaunchedto |

foster Web3 and Al startups.Indian businesses
are responding to the opportunity. “In 2024,
over73,000 new Indian companies joined the
DubaiCl “ommerce,” Al Nassersaid.

He attributed this surge to proactive

reforms. He added, “We are buildingthe latest

ation, henoted,
geopolitical and economic shifts may disrupt  alil i the DubaiCentre for Artificial The
i i i andadapuun:wdymmics, centre’s mandate includes training 1,000
Inc to respond with strategic agility and “Man i il 2 from more than 30
investmentin manufacturing. some poison,” Mahindra said, refer- iti ive Al ing 20-plus
In a note to shareholders, Mahin- 9| ringtothei impact of dis- , and driving gor

dra compared the present global tur-
bulence to the mythical ‘Samudra

rupted trade on sectors such as
electronics, steel, aluminium, and

service efficiency. This was followed by the
launch of Dubai Universal Blueprint for Artifi-

nology regulations. This will ensure any new

companies wanting to expand to Dubai have |

their e

THEFIRM IS

o grow as quick commerce
consumption trends were
only seeing an
uptick.

sporadically TARGETING THE “When qcom-
located  across QISING QCOM merce started, the
bt (¢ LOGISTICS MARKET ~ Seommerce. guys

highd; d.  WITH DARK dismissed it

“We  don' ToRES,DESPME  Saving that its a
have any in-city coMPETITION fad. So, for a
developments  ppoM INDOSPACE ~ Mumbai, 10-
right now but annweSpUNONE Minute delivery
we're  actively ——————————— has the potential

looking out. We

haven't found the right piece
ofland for theright price forus
to invest, which made sense
for us from a return
perspective, but we're defi-
nitely keen,” Aloke Bhuniya,
chiel executive officer at

to do hundreds of
locations which will have tobe
«done through the smaller in-
citydarkstores nobigger than
3,000sq . Some (companies)
have found the A, B and C
spots (first movers), but the D,
E. Fand more are still open,”

Manthan', describing a period where consumer goods. Countries deeply ~ cial Intelligence — a recurring annual plan hurdies or bureaucracy.” pace Develop- y
long-standing global structures — embedded in global supply chains  designed to align Al adoption with the city’s  The long-standing cultural and economic | ment told tores
social, political, and economic—are will need to diversify sourcing and economic goals. ties between India and the UAE also help = BusinessStandard. larger than 3,000 sq ft would
beingshaken, butanew orderisyet localise operations, headded. Akeybenchmark will be contributing UAE  smooth the path. *Today, Indians make over ‘The company has nearly lead to longer time durations
tosolidify. “Thetimes, they are For India, the fallout includes a | Dirham (AED) 100 billion annually to Dubai’s 40 percentofthe UAE' Therefo man- for  quick  commerce
a-changing” he said, rising trade deficit, external vul- amrmmy through the digital economy. It you can find an essence of Indian culture agement in India. The top deliveries, affecting the
pointing to growing i would i by 50 per cent through icinity of UAE,”Al i com-  busil for i
global protectionism, N inglobal markets. digital |||nov:uol|‘ﬁcvfjung 2024, 22¢chief Al Nassersaid. pany had not lost out on the  Blinkit, Zepto.
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Cong: Modigovthasmisledthe
nationonOp Sindoor losses

Partyspokesperson Pawan Kheraalleged that the governmentfailed to disclose aircraftlosses
duringtheoperation

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 29 JUNE

ongess spokesper-
son Pawan Khera
Sundayaccused the
Modigovernmentof
misleading the nation over
i ing Oper-

Singh,” said.

Media reports quoting
India’s defence attache to
Indonesia, Captain (Indian
Navy) ShivKumar, have said
that the Indian Air Force lost
fighter jets to Pakistan on 7
May, 2025, due to constraints
imposed iti

ation Sindoor, a retaliatory
military operation targeting
Pakistan's ter

ership. “Thisisa directindict-
mentofthe Modi Government,

Inapostshared onhandler
X, Kheraalleged that the gov-
emment failed to disclose

Rajnath Singh. No wonder
theyare duckingour demand
for a Special Session of Par-

ation, only making oblique
references to losses in air
combat. "The Modi govern-
ment has misled the nation
from the start - failing to dis-
closetheaircraftlosses during
Operation Sindoor...

liamentlik . They
Kknow they've compromised
national security, and they're
terrified of what the Congress
Party will expose before the
people of India,” Khera said.

“There were oblique ref-
erences tolosses inair combat

when he said - “we are in a
combat situation and losses
areapart of combat... Then,
itwasleftto Chief of Defence
Staff, General Anil Chauhan

TV on the sidelines of the
Shangri-La Dialogue in Sin-
gapore....And now, inanother

them of compromisingnation-
al security, fearing exposure
by the Congress Party.

The Congress party has

Bharatpur: Four dead, two injured mudslide
during Chambal pipeline excavation work

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, 29 JUNE

Atleastfour peoplewerekilled
and two injured when the
earth caved into a pit on the
project site of the Chambal
Pipelinein Bharatpur district
of Rajasthan, on Sunday mom-
ing.
Rajasthan Governor Harib-
hau Bagade, Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma, and his
immediate predecessor Ashok
Gehlot have condoled the
deaths and prayed for peace
for the departed souls.
According to District Col-
lector Qummar Chaudhary,
sixpeopl om

the caved-in pit in Nangal

of the workers have come
from the state

Two victims were declared
brought dead by the doctors
at the RBM District Hospital.
Another twoinjuredlatersuc-
cumbedat the hospital, while
therestwerestillunder treat-
ment, Chaudhary said. The
deceased included three
‘women. The SDRF team has
been rushed to the work site
1o ensure that no one is still
buried in the debris in the
pit, he said.
L <

of Uttar Pradesh; their relatives
have rushed to the Nangal
Jungivillagesite, sources said.
All the deceased were native
of nearby Uttu village under
Fatehpur Sikri area. The
deceased havebeenidentified
as Ankur, Vimala Devi alias
Billa, Yogesh Kumari and
Vinod Kumari.
Inhiscondolence message,
Governor Bagade prayed for
strength to the bereaved fam-

however,
said that around 10 people
were buried in the pit, and
victims might have gone to
Some

recovery to the injured ones.
Chief Minister Sharma said
that "I'm sad to hear the loss
b ad
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b) Paradeen (OPTCL)- Paradep 400KV DIC (Quad) Live

T
] ) over arond Jowns andctes.
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‘The inquiry report found
eight PWD Engineers, and

(Design), Assistant Engineer
Shanul Saxena (Design), Sub
Divisional Officer RaviShukla,

panyand contractor respon-

Mishra. Thegovernmenthas

sibleforthe
Consequemly, the state gov-
ernment issued orders late
Saturday night, suspending
seven engineers with imme-

BR |

also ordered a

inquiry against retired PWD
Superintending Engineer M
P Singh in connection with
the matter.

tosubmittherequired doc-
uments within the allotted
time, the claim was dis-
missed. This cleared the
way for the school con-
struction to proceed.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner stated that the process
for starting construction
will now move forward.
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